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Dear Friends,

Over the past few years, we have all experienced an important shift 
in our society’s culture to one that sees the steep toll sexual violence 
takes on all of us. We are making progress towards a culture that 
believes children when they tell us someone has hurt them, and 
towards one that is taking steps to prevent children from ever being 
sexually abused.

But our work is far from over. Sexual violence against children is a 
public health crisis, and we must be vigilant in preventing abuse and 
intervening when abuse has occurred. Children’s lives depend on it. 
We must make the call to report suspected abuse. We must ensure 
children receive healing care and support. And we must enact policies 
and laws that protect children from harm.

At ChicagoCAC, we are answering the call. 

As you’ll read, more children are coming through our doors each 
year following reports of sexual abuse, and we’re helping more 
children who are victims of, and witnesses to, other violence. We’ve 
substantially increased our capacity to provide forensic interviews and 
trauma therapy so that our children can receive justice, heal and grow 
into healthy adults. 

Beyond helping individual children and families, we’re leveraging 
our expertise across the city, state and country. We’ve expanded our 
advocacy efforts to support laws to protect children, prevent child 
abuse and ensure that every child has access to trauma-informed care. 

You are helping us answer the call. You are helping to ensure all 
children in our city are protected from sexual harm. Thank you for 
standing with us. Together, we can end child sexual abuse in Chicago!

 
Sincerely, 

Char Rivette 
Executive Director

Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center and our partners are the front-line responders in Chicago to reports 
of child sexual abuse. We also respond to reports of child physical abuse, witness to violence, and other 
serious maltreatment. Since opening our doors in 2001, we have served more than 38,000 children.
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30% INCREASE IN REPORTS OF ABUSE & 
MALTREATMENT RECEIVED OVER 5 YEARS  

48% INCREASE IN FORENSIC INTERVIEWS 
PROVIDED OVER 5 YEARS

2,161 child sexual abuse 

344 witness to violence

124 physical abuse

57 trafficking

55 risk of harm

REPORT TYPES

Our forensic interviewers helped more 
children tell their truth than ever before.

Our child life team served 3,715 clients 
and siblings. They provided 16,496 hours 
of compassionate, caring, child-led play.

We provided 2,979 rides for our families, 
ensuring their access to care and 
engagement in services.

92% INCREASE IN TRAUMA THERAPY 
CAPACITY OVER 5 YEARS 

Average children served by therapy team per month

Our Education, Prevention & Policy 
department reached more than 50,000 people 
this year. They provided in-person prevention 
education to 6,802 people in community-
based settings and reached more than 45,000 
people through online education sessions.
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Our team provided 5,730 hours of therapy 
to help children heal from trauma. 
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IMPROVING POLICY TO PROTECT CHILDREN
Along with our active supporters, we worked closely with elected leaders to protect children 
from abuse and to raise the voices of survivors. This year, our advocacy efforts resulted in 
several essential pieces of legislation in Illinois becoming law.

•	 Mandated reporter training: PA101-0564 requires all mandated reporters in Illinois to 
receive training about mandated reporting, and requires clergy to report all types of 
child abuse and neglect, not just sexual abuse.

•	 Educator sexual misconduct: PA101-0531 improves protections for K-12 students from 
educator sexual misconduct in the school code, including protecting students from 
repeat interviews after alleged educator abuse. 

•	 Definition of consent: PA101-0579 requires that sex education taught in K-12 schools 
include age-appropriate instruction on the meaning of consent.

SERVICES FOR CHILDREN WITH  
PROBLEMATIC SEXUAL BEHAVIORS
With training from the University of Oklahoma, we started 
providing intervention and treatment services for children who 
display problematic sexual behavior. 

Nearly 25% of the referrals we receive involve an alleged 
offender who is under age 18. In addition to starting individual 
and group therapy for children and caregivers, new practices are 
in place to identify children with problematic sexual behavior 
and access treatment as quickly as possible. We are building 
partnerships with government and nonprofit organizations to 
develop greater capacity in Chicago to help these youth.

In April, Executive Director 
Char Rivette was honored with 
the Annual Victim Services 
Award by Cook County State’s 
Attorney Kim Foxx. Char was 
recognized for her dedication 
to child victims of physical 
and sexual abuse through 
program development, 
advocacy and collaboration.

In May, Senator Richard Durbin and 
Congressman Danny Davis visited the 
center to announce their RISE from 
Trauma Act. View their press conference.

https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoCAC/videos/2465206316864925/
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TRAINING FOR CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
In June 2018, the Betrayed series of special reports by the Chicago Tribune 
exposed years of Chicago Public Schools’ failure to protect students from 
sexual abuse in alarming numbers. The report found that CPS mishandled 
more than 500 cases of child sexual abuse.
 
Following the report, we announced a partnership with CPS that immediately 
developed a district-wide awareness campaign and a customized, large-scale 
training program for all 37,000+ CPS staff and vendors – from administrators 
to teachers to bus drivers – about preventing and responding to child sexual 
abuse. The training was delivered before the start of the 2018-2019 school year.

Our ongoing work with CPS includes continued specialized training for staff 
and providing services and support for students, parents and CPS staff when 
sexual abuse occurs. 

We celebrated the career and 
retirement of Tammy Bates 
this year. In 34 years at DCFS, 
Tammy touched the lives of 
countless children as the first 
manager of the DCFS team 
located at the center, helping 
create our original operating 
protocols in 2001! The DCFS 
unit at the center has been 
dedicated to her, honoring her 
legacy of service for children.

The Lloyd A. Fry Foundation 
received the 2019 Community 
Philanthropy Leadership 
Award from National 
Children's Alliance. Lloyd A. 
Fry III accepted the award 
at NCA’s annual Leadership 
Conference. The foundation 
has partnered with us since 
2004 to build our mental health 
services. 

Members of the Junior League of Chicago 
host monthly “community nights” at the 
center, providing food and a variety of 
crafts and games for our children. Families 
look forward to this night out! In March, we 
were thrilled to be the featured nonprofit 
partner at Junior League’s annual gala. 

In November 2018, our new 
full-time facility dog, Mac, 
began his job at the center. 
Mac is a golden retriever who 
provides companionship, 
comfort and emotional support 
to children. Mac came to us 
from Duo Dogs in St. Louis. 

http://graphics.chicagotribune.com/chicago-public-schools-sexual-abuse/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoCAC/videos/10155362163276951/
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HIGHLIGHTING BLACK GIRLS’ & WOMEN’S 
VOICES AND EXPERIENCES  
The ongoing impact of Tarana Burke’s #MeToo Movement and 
the premier of dream hampton’s Surviving R. Kelly docuseries 
held national attention throughout the year. As a Chicago 
native with many local victims, R. Kelly has a particularly 
strong impact on our community. 

In February, we hosted afternoon viewings of the docuseries, 
followed by an engaging round table discussion on sexual 
abuse in the Black community. We then joined forces with 
other organizations to create Sisters Speak, a Chicago coalition 
to end sexual violence against Black girls and women. 

We also launched our Bridging The Gap educational series to 
address and combat the stereotypes and myths that influence 
how the public thinks about child sexual abuse, particularly 
in communities of color. Events this year included Resisting 
Myths and Reducing Shame: Understanding the Impact 
of Rape Culture on the African American Community and 
Cookies, Coffee & Conversation with Cops & DCFS.

View our op-ed as it ran in The Chicago Defender.

HONORING LOCAL HEROES
On October 10, 2018, we launched our new fall event, A Night 
of Heroes, to celebrate Chicagoans dedicated to protecting 
our children from abuse. Over 300 guests enjoyed a festive 
evening with a brief program honoring children’s heroes in 
law enforcement. The event raised more than $130,000 to 
restore the lives of children and families impacted by sexual 
abuse and help them seek the justice they deserve.

We were deeply saddened this 
year by the passing of Manny 
De La Torre (far left). As a 
detective in the Chicago Police 
Department, Manny joined 
its new Special Investigations 
Unit when the center opened 
in 2001. Manny’s skills as a 
child abuse detective were 
unparalleled, and he brought 
smiles to hundreds of children 
every year as Santa at our 
Kids’ Holiday Party.

https://chicagodefender.com/creating-a-culture-that-believes-children/
https://chicagodefender.com/creating-a-culture-that-believes-children/
https://chicagodefender.com/creating-a-culture-that-believes-children/
https://chicagodefender.com/creating-a-culture-that-believes-children/
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In May, we honored Pat and Betsy Canning of KPMG at our 
Luminary Award Dinner. Children have been at the very 
center of Pat and Betsy’s philanthropy and civic leadership, 
and Chicago is a safer city for children and families thanks to 
them.   

That evening, Cook County State’s Attorney Kim Foxx 
also shared a passionate message about her experience 
as a survivor of child sexual abuse and the importance 
of supporting the children and families who come to 
ChicagoCAC.

Thanks to our generous donors, sponsors, Luminaries and 
Host Committee, we raised a record-breaking $680,000! 

LUMINARIES LIGHT THE WAY 

VOLUNTEERS & DONORS HELP 
OUR FAMILIES CELEBRATE 
Through our two annual supply drives, our community of 
supporters made life brighter for our children and families.  

In August 2018, we sent more than 600 children back 
to school with brand new backpacks filled with school 
supplies – double the number of backpacks given in 2017! 
Generous community members collected backpacks, 
notebooks, pencils, crayons and more to equip our 
children with the tools to succeed in the year ahead.

At our Kids’ Holiday Party in December, hundreds of 
children and caregivers celebrated the season over lunch, 
games, crafts and other activities in a safe, cheerful 
environment. Generous friends donated thousands of toys 
so our caregivers could “shop” for their children free of 
charge. We gave toys to more than 600 children!

CORPORATIONS SUPPORT OUR FAMILIES
The Chicago office of Oliver Wyman selected us as 
their charity partner this year. The staff raised $106,000 
through their annual holiday party and charity auction 
–  the most they’ve ever raised for any charity partner! 

Our corporate partners help drive our work and bring 
smiles to children’s faces. In addition to their financial 
contributions, long-time partners such as Walgreens, 
CDW, C+R Research, QTC and Horizon Therapeutics 
host back-to-school supply and holiday toy drives 
for our children. And staff contribute hours of their 
valuable time volunteering at events and for special 
projects. 
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OUR FINANCES  | JULY 1, 2018 TO JUNE 30, 2019

Public Funders: Illinois Department of Children and Family 
Services, Chicago Department of Family and Support Services, 
Chicago Department of Public Health, Illinois Criminal Justice 
Information Authority, Office of the Illinois Attorney General, 
National Children’s Alliance, and Cook County.

Note: The above presentation is unaudited and excludes the 
net effect of a 10-year lease donated by the City of Chicago as 
well as in-kind contributions and contributed services.

REVENUE: $7,031,073 EXPENSES: $6,487,716 

$115,361
$93,770

$1,014,715

 $547,443 

$1,465,488 

$1,485,112 

$1,222,462 $1
,08

6,7
21

Individuals, Events 
& Corporations
Private Grants
Growing & Giving
Training/Other

County
Federal
State
City

$2,770,726

$365,020 

$1,861,262

$860,514

$630,194 

Advocacy &  
Investigations
Education, Outreach  
& Prevention 

Family Hope Center
Management  
& General
Fundraising

OUR FUNDERS

A.G. Cox Charity Trust

Albert Pick, Jr. Fund

Bank of America Charitable Gift 
Fund – General Fund, Bank of 
America, N.A., Trustee

Chicago White Sox Community 
Fund, a McCormick Foundation 
Fund

CME Group Community 
Foundation

Col. Stanley R. McNeil Foundation

Dr. Scholl Foundation

George M. Eisenberg Foundation 
for Charities

Heartland Children’s Foundation

Helen and Joseph Komarek 
Foundation

Horner Family Foundation

Hyatt Hotels Foundation

John R. Houlsby Foundation

Kovler Family Foundation

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation

McGraw Foundation

Michael Reese Health Trust

Northern Trust Charitable Trust

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation

Peoples Energy Community Fund

Polk Bros. Foundation

Roger and Susan Stone Family 
Foundation

Sara’s Strays Foundation

Speiser Family Foundation

The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation

The Crown Family

The Duchossois Family 
Foundation

The John and Kathleen Schreiber 
Foundation

United Way of Metro Chicago

W. P. & H. B. White Foundation

Anonymous (2)

FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS

Net Assets June 30, 2018: $6,165,767  •  June 30, 2019: $6,709,124  •  Change in Net Assets: $543,357
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Alper Services Inc.

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s 
Hospital of Chicago

Antares Capital

Aon Corporation

Ariel Investments

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.

Baird Foundation, Inc.

Barclays

BMO Harris Bank

C+R Research

CB Richard Ellis, Inc. 

CDW Corporation

Chicago Police Department  
O’Hare

CIBC Bank USA

Comcast Corporation

ComEd, an Exelon Company

Conagra Brands

Continental Materials Corp.

Cushman & Wakefield

Deloitte Consulting LLP

Emcor Services Team Mechanical

Fifth Third Bank

Forward Space 

G.A. Mavon & Co.

GCM Grosvenor 

GEM Realty Capital

Goldman Sachs & Co.

Grant Thornton LLP

Health Care Services Corporation

Illinois Tool Works, Inc.

Impact Networking, LLC

JLL

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

Kemper Corporation

KPMG LLP

Lawrence’s Fisheries

McMaster-Carr Supply Company

Medtronic

Mesirow Financial

Oliver Wyman

PNC Financial Services Group

Quality Technology Services

Res Publica Group

RR Donnelley

RT Specialty

Segall Bryant & Hamill

Sidley Austin LLP

Steelcase

Stream Capital Partners, LLC

Temporis Restaurant

The Hektoen Institute for Medical 
Research, L.L.C.

The Northern Trust Company

The Safe + Fair Food Company

U.S. Cellular Corp.

Underwriters Laboratories Inc.

University of Chicago Medicine 
Comer Children’s Hospital

USG Corporation

Ventas, Inc.

Walgreens

WGIRLS Chicago

Winston & Strawn LLP

Wintrust

Wirtz Corporation

WT Group

CORPORATE SUPPORTERS

Austin Childcare Providers’ 
Network

Barry P. Siegal

Bighorn Golf Club

Blair Carothers

CDW Corporation

Christian Goyer

Conagra Brands

Conway Farms Golf Club

David West

Dorado Beach, a Ritz-Carlton 
Reserve Property

Edna Ho

Elevare MD

Etta Restaurant

Faena Hotel Miami Beach

Frederick Lynn Haberdasshere

Illinois Sports Facilities Authority

Jacob Twig

James Pritikin

JM Photography

Julie P. Shelton

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

Kim Stokes

Kyvernitis Travel S.A.

Lettuce Entertain You Enterprises

Mara & Liam Walsh

Marc Odier

Michael Dougherty

Rachel Lynn Chicago

Sally Garon

Secret Santa

The Northern Trust Company

United Airlines

Vera Bradley Headquarters

Virginia Seggerman

Zebra Technologies Corp.

IN-KIND SUPPORTERS
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INDIVIDUALS $1,000+ 
Michael & Helen Arkes 
Theodore & Cheryl Banks 

Brenda Battle

Carl Bergetz

Kevin & Julie Berry

Terry Brady

Robert & Monica Breslow 

Sandy & Dan Bury

Craig Caffarelli

Pat & Betsy Canning

Deborah L. Capozzi

Julie Carlson

Hetty Chang

Colleen & Joe Chappelle

Craig Christianson

Robert Clary

Michelle Collins

Julie Cronin & Dan Semenak 

Jeffrey Cullen

Jasmine Curtis

Carolyn Daley Scott

Gina DeConti

William Dietz, Jr.

Khoi Do

Bill & Ann Dodds

Ted & Ann Dosch

Michael & Janet Dougherty 
Janet & Craig Duchossois 
Gregg & Wendy Elstien 
Adrienne Fasano & Craig Bell 

Bob & Nicki Fioretti

Stephen & Pamela Fitzell 

Roopa & Sam Ganga

Linda & Bill Gartz

Linda Gilkerson & Donald Lamb 

Heather Giordano

Mary & Lionel Go

Brian Gomez

David Gray

Scott Green

Mary Kay & Edward Haben

Lauren & Jake Hamlin

Harry & Marcy Harczak

Arica Hilton & Sven Asmus

Susan Hogan

Bradley & Becky Holden

Will Holsworth

Justin & Amy Hoss

Denis Hurley

Mike & Isabel Hynes

Jeffrey Jezierski

Diane Johnson May  
& Joseph May

Sherife Jusufi

Eric & Melissa Kachin

Chris & Maureen Kenney

Michael & Carla Kilbane

Marty & Sandy Kroll

Joe Lacher

Victoria Lautman

Laurence Leive & Manuel 
Pereiras-Leive

John & Jill Levi

Barbara Lumpkin

Lyndsay Markley & James Walsh

Linnea Matson & Jim Nelson

Sheila McGinn Dorman  
& Keith A. Dorman

Andrew & Joan McKenna

James McKinney

Sean McNamara

Lisa McQueen

Michael Melzer

Ken Metz

Joseph A. Mulcrone

Mike Nolan

Margaret Ogarek

Sharon O’Keefe

Kristie Paskvan

Gregory & Mary Pearlman

Barbara & Robert Perkaus

Trevor Peterson

Christopher Picone

James & Mary Pritikin

John C. Reilly & Alison Dickey

Mike Reinhart

Judith Rice

Jeffrey Richert

Char Rivette & Brendan Murphy

John C. Robak

Devon & Emily Russell

Tom & Bonnie Sampson

Adriana & Aaron Sanandres

Virginia Seggerman

William Seibold

Dana & Erik Severinghaus

Michael Menelli & Tara Shade

Julie Shelton & Jeff Harvey

Harry & Donna Short

Kate Siegel

Lisa Simmons

Christine & Anthony Speiser

Kelly Spencer

Stanley & Kristin Stevens

Jason Stott

Anne & Bruce Strohm

Ryan Sullivan

Michelle Swenson

Kelly Tanaka

Anne & Tony Toulouse

Glen Tullman

Reed & Rosemary Tupper

Rajeev Upalappati

Marc Walfish & Sandra Worley

Mara & Liam Walsh

Melissa & Myron Washington

Scott Weinstein

Tim & Teresa Wilson

Ray Young

Jonathan Zinck

Anonymous (2)
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Board members as of June 30, 2019.

Imani Akin, Ed.D
Academic Curriculum 
Director, Department of 
Leadership
American College of 
Education

Jasmine D. Curtis  
Director, Global Society & 
Physician Relations
Medtronic

Bill Dodds  
Retired
The Northern Trust 
Corporation

Michael Dougherty 
Chief Financial Officer 
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 
Limited 

Heather Giordano 
VP, Human Resources
CNA Insurance

Lauren Hamlin
Vice President
Merit Capital Partners

Justin Hoss 
Principal
KPMG US LLP

Chris Kenney
Managing Director
L.E.K. Consulting 

Ron Paprocki  
Chief Executive Officer
MEDIQUS Asset Advisors

Sarah Paulsen 
Sr. Global Communication 
Design Director
Kimberly Clark

Ryan Sullivan  
Chief Operating Officer
Continental Materials 
Corporation

Sherrise Trotz 
CEO/President
Pink Sage, Inc.

Mara Walsh
Director of Sales and 
Marketing  
Gravel Experiential

Melissa Washington  
SVP of Governmental and 
External Affairs
ComEd

Matt Wasserman  
Partner
Golan Christie Taglia LLP

PRESIDENT 
Thomas Sampson 
Retired CEO 
Peacock Foods

VICE PRESIDENT
Julie P. Shelton 
Attorney

SECRETARY
Diane Johnson May 
EVP, Human Resources
Brookdale Senior Living

TREASURER
Virginia Seggerman, 
CPA
Retired
CDW Corporation

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tom Sampson and Julie Shelton served on our 
Board of Directors for over a decade. Tom's 
service included two terms as President, and 
Julie's included two terms as Vice President. 
During that time, thanks to their leadership, 
ChicagoCAC experienced tremendous growth and 
accomplishments, including completion of our 
building addition in spring 2015. We thank Tom and 
Julie for their oustanding service and leadership. 



Freedom from abuse and 
exploitation is a basic human right.

The center is a safe place for 
everyone who enters its doors.

The collaborative process is the 
best approach to prevent and 
respond to child abuse.

Our children and families deserve 
to receive the highest standard of 
care available.

Best-practice interventions can 
restore lives.

1
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4
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OUR CORE VALUES

Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center

1240 South Damen Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60608

(312) 492-3700 • ChicagoCAC.org


