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Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center and our partn
ers are the fro

nt-lin
e responders in Chicago to reports of child sexual 

abuse. We also respond to reports of child physical abuse, witness to violence, and other serious maltre
atment.  W

e are  

the city’s only not-fo
r-profit organization that coordinates the efforts of child protection staff, law enforcement 

professionals, family advocates, m
edical experts and mental health clinicians under one roof.  

       
      

      
     

      
      

      
     



As the Executive Director of Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center, I am very 
proud of the impact we’ve made over the past year on the lives of children and 
families affected by sexual abuse. As you’ll read here, the incredible collaborative 
efforts of our dedicated staff, partners and supporters have ensured that all 
children who came to the center this year received the services needed to begin 
healing. When children come to ChicagoCAC, they have experienced trauma 

unimaginable to many. Providing a safe place for them to share their story and find hope, healing and justice 
is our number one priority. Since opening our doors in 2001, we have helped restore the lives of more than 
34,000 children and families. Thank you to our many generous supporters who make our work possible.

We’ve all experienced the powerful and transformational #MeToo movement over the past year. This movement 
has shined a long overdue light on sexual abuse, assault and harassment and has encouraged millions to speak 
out. It’s our job as adults to continue to amplify these conversations and to take action towards teaching our 
children about healthy sexuality and consent. At ChicagoCAC, we advocate for the safety of children every day 
to ensure their voices are heard. Through healing services, prevention and policy, we can transform our culture 
and end child sexual abuse. Join us in being a strong voice for children. Because, it’s time!

Sincerely,  

 
 

Char Rivette  
Executive Director 

A NOTE FROM OUR LEADER

IT’S TIME!
View our It’s Time video at ChicagoCAC.org/ItsTime.

STRATEGIC PLAN: FY2019 - 2021 
Strategic Plan Vision: Be Chicago’s recognized leader in the prevention of child abuse and victim response and 
establish the organization as a center of excellence in the broader community.

Our strategic plan has six primary objectives:

WORKPLACE  
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More information about our strategic plan is available at ChicagoCAC.org/StrategicPlan.
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FY2018 IMPACT 

MAYA’S STORY
When 7-year-old Maya arrived at ChicagoCAC, she was suffering from anxiety and had a 
difficult time interacting with her classmates and family. She was living with her aunt as a result 
of physical abuse and neglect allegations against her mom, and was now at the center as a part  
of a sexual abuse investigation. During her medical exam, the doctor focused on listening to  
and understanding what Maya was telling her. As Maya felt more validated, she started  
to open up and eventually disclosed to the doctor that she had been sexually abused by  
her mom’s boyfriend. After her medical exam, Maya had a forensic interview, in which  
she detailed years of abuse. The forensic interviewer noticed that the more she shared 
the better she seemed to feel. Having revealed the truth about what happened to her,  
she was more open to receiving therapy services at the center. When she left the center,  
she had a skip in her step and even asked if she could come back the next day! Maya  
and her family are currently receiving therapy services at our Family Hope Center and  
have started on the path towards healing and recovery. 

IT’S TIME!
View our It’s Time video at ChicagoCAC.org/ItsTime.

1,590
families transported 

to the center 

 3,309 

521
children received 

medical exams 
 

children received  
child life services

2,036 

families received  
advocacy services

1,859 

forensic interviews  
conducted 

  425 

individuals received 
mental health services

We coordinated a multi-disciplinary response to 2,563 reports of child abuse. 

429  
Witness to Violence 

& Risk of Harm 

2,004 
Sexual Abuse 

86 Physical Abuse 

Report Breakdown

44 Sex Trafficking 
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Throughout the year, 
ChicagoCAC staff worked 
on several policy issues 
impacting our clients and 
work. 

Our Education, Prevention 
and Policy team trained 
9,681 community members 
in preventing, recognizing 
and reporting child sexual 
abuse. 

Our team trained hundreds of Chicago Public 
Library staff including children’s librarians, 
teen librarians and branch managers.

We continue our work with the Chicago Park 
District ensuring all staff are educated on 
preventing and responding to sexual abuse. 
This year, we customized trainings for 
specific staff who have a greater level of  
physical contact with children, like coaches.

In September, we hosted the Circles of Safety 
Symposium at Lurie Children’s Hospital 
where 86 professionals, parents and community 
members learned about sexual abuse prevention.

We began dramatically expanding our 
partnership with Chicago Public Schools to 
provide child abuse prevention training to all 
levels of staff through in-person and webinar 
trainings. 
 

HB2545: Amends the Sexual Assault 
Survivors Emergency Treatment Act to improve 
the medical response to child sexual assault 
victims. ChicagoCAC participated in a work-
group facilitated by the Attorney General’s 
Office.

We were a proponent of SB2516 which 
requires employers to inform employees of 
the availability of mandated reporter training 
from DCFS. We continue to advocate for 
stronger mandated reporter requirements 
and training. 

In April, ChicagoCAC staff participated in 
Children’s Advocacy Centers of Illinois’ 
annual Legislative Day in Springfield. 

In June, during the National Children’s 
Alliance Leadership Conference in Washington 
DC, Char met with Senator Dick Durbin and 
several Members of Congress. 
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Our services including 
child life, mental health, 
family advocacy and 
forensic interviewing 
celebrated many successes 
this year!

Child Life 
Our child life team partnered with The  
American Academy of Art to create a child 
friendly coloring book that informs children 
of what to expect during their visit to the center.

Child life specialists  
helped children create  
self-expressive “I AM” 
poems that were featured  
in our Child Abuse  
Prevention Month  
displays around the city. 

Forensic Interviewing 
14% more children received forensic 
interviews in FY18 than in FY17. 

We facilitated our first on-site Cornerhouse 
Forensic Interview Training, where we trained 
22 partners and staff from Cook County CACs.  

IT’S TIME TO...
Family Advocacy 
7% more families received advocacy services in 
FY18 than in FY17. 

Family Hope Center 
We expanded our Expressive 
Therapy services by 
partnering with The Simple 
Good to provide art groups 
for children focusing on  
social emotional learning. 
Each 10-week group ended 
with a public art show where the children presented 
their work and met professional artists.

Family Hope Center staff were trained in the  
Positive Parenting Program, that teaches positive 
parenting approaches. The Medical Clinic’s Dr. 
Marjorie Fujara also launched a city-wide initiative 
for parent education and support which is available 
to all parents receiving our services.

Center 
ChicagoCAC Board Member, Virginia Seggerman, 
sponsored the creation of a beautiful under-the-sea 
mural in our octagonal entryway to greet families 
who visit the center. This colorful mural was painted 
by Mark Narens from The Black Couch Studio. 

We received a $1.49 million Victims of Crime Act 
federal grant, which allowed us to hire 13 
additional employees including two forensic 
interviewers, five therapists, two family support 
professionals, a child life specialist, a sex trafficking 
specialist and two supervisors.

The “It’s Time” video 
shown at our 4th Annual 
Luminary Award Dinner 
highlights our work at  
ChicagoCAC and calls  
for an end to child sexual  
abuse. View the video at  
ChicagoCAC.org/ItsTime.



 

EVENTS 
 

BACKPACK DRIVE  
In August, more than 40 volunteers helped to pack 300 brand new backpacks with 
donated school supplies to give to our children before the school year. 
 

 

KIDS’ HOLIDAY PARTY 
In December, we hosted more than 300 children and their families who enjoyed an 
afternoon of crafts, games, lunch and gifts for the holidays. 

FINANCIAL REPORT: July 2017 - June 2018 

IT’S TIME  
TO GIVE

REVENUE: $6,913,129 EXPENSES: $6,770,211

 
 
Public Funders: Illinois Department of Children and Family Services, Chicago Department of Family and Support Services, Chicago Department 
of Public Health, Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority, Office of the Illinois Attorney General, National Children’s Alliance.

 

GUYS’ & GALS’ NIGHT OUT 
In October, more than 400 people joined us for our 10th 
annual Guys’ & Gals’ Night Out. Guests enjoyed an open 
bar, culinary stations, raffles, a silent auction and more! Chaired 
by Gregg Elstien, the event raised more than $100,000.

LUMINARY AWARD DINNER
In the spring, we presented Kristie Paskvan of Mesirow 
Financial with our Luminary Award for lighting the path 
toward hope and healing. Chaired by Doug Elliott and 
Melissa Washington, this event raised more than $420,000 
to support our work.
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IT’S TIME  
TO GIVE

IT’S TIME TO THANK
FOUNDATION GIVING                
 

A.G. Cox Charity Trust 
AAML Foundation  
Albert Pick Jr. Fund 
Allstate Corporation 
Anonymous Family Foundation
Chicago White Sox Community Fund 
Chicago Tribune Charities -  
     Holiday Campaign,  
     a McCormick Foundation fund
CME Group Community Foundation
Crown Family Philanthropies
Dr. Scholl Foundation
George M. Eisenberg Foundation   
     for Charities
Grant Healthcare Foundation 
Hearst Foundations
Help For Children
John R. Houlsby Foundation
Kovler Family Foundation 
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation

CORPORATE GIVING    
 

Alper Services Inc.
Ann & Robert H. Lurie  
     Children’s Hospital 
Anonymous Donor 
Antares Capital 
Ariel Investments
Avison Young
Barclays
Blue Cross & Blue Shield  
    of Illinois
Bridgestone Americas 
C+R Research 
CDW Corporation 
CIBC Bank USA
ComEd, an Exelon Company
Conagra Brands
Cushman & Wakefield Inc.
Goldman Sachs & Co.
HBK Engineering 
Horizon Pharma plc 

 

 

Impact Networking, LLC 
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
KPMG LLP
L.E.K. Consulting 
Leo Burnett USA, Inc. 
Loop Capital Markets LLC 
MEDIQUS Asset Advisors, Inc.
Mesirow Financial
NFL Alumni Chicago Chapter
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Promus Holdings, LLC
Quality Technology Services
RT Specialty
Sidley Austin LLP
Sterling Bay
The Boeing Company 
U.S. Cellular Corp.
University of Chicago Medicine 
Walgreens

INDIVIDUAL GIVING - $1,000+ 
arry Harczak

Matt & Teresa Andresen
Michael & Helen Arkes
Charles & Kate Arnold
Dennis Black
Leslie Bluhm & David Helfand
Rochelle Boersma
Robert & Monica Breslow
Edson N. Burton, Jr.
Deborah L. Capozzi
Hetty Chang
Craig Christianson
Lindy & Chris Coetzee
Julie Cronin & Dan Semenak
Marcia Curtis
Tabrina Davis
Dave & Michelle Dermenjian
Bill & Ann Dodds
Mike & Janet Dougherty
Bill Drehkoff
Wendy DuBoe
Gregg & Wendy Elstien
Nick Esposito
Stephen & Pamela Fitzell
Linda Gilkerson &  
     Donald Lamb
Heather Giordano
Mary & Lionel Go
David Gray
Michael & Debra Greenhill
Lauren & Jake Hamlin
Harry & Marcy Harczak
Dean M. Harrison

Timothy Heider
Anonymous Donor
Justin & Amy Hoss
Denis Hurley
Mike & Isabel Hynes
Nelson & Yvon Imana
Rhonda & Herbert Jordan
Eric & Melissa Kachin
Chris Kempczinski
Chris & Maureen Kenney
Michael & Carla Kilbane
Maty Kiser
Marty & Sandy Kroll
Victoria Lautman
Erin Lavelle
Laurence Leive & Manuel  
     Pereiras-Leive
Gerald Levin
Linnea & Jim Matson
Sheila McGinn Dorman &  
     Keith A. Dorman
Sean McNamara
Michael Melzer
Vickey Montgomery
Joseph A. Mulcrone
M.E. Mancow Muller
Mike Nolan
Margaret J. O’Connor &  
     Michael O’Meara
Sharon O’Keefe
Kurt & Debra Palmer
Ronald & Joyce Paprocki

Kristie Paskvan
Barbara & Robert Perkaus
Trisha Pray
Richard & Linda Price
John C. Reilly & Alison Dickey
Jeffrey C. Richert
Char Rivette & Brendan Murphy
Jon Rosenblatt
Millie Rosenbloom
Devon & Emily Russell
Annie Sampson
Tom & Bonnie Sampson
Adriana & Aaron Sanandres
Virginia Seggerman
Julie Shelton & Jeff Harvey
Harry & Donna Short
Barry & Judy Siegal
Laura Skarnulis
Kelly Spencer
Stanley & Kristin Stevens
Anne & Bruce Strohm
Ryan Sullivan
Michelle & Rob Swenson
William & Debra Terlato
Priya Tirumalasetty
Anne & Tony Toulouse
Marc Walfish & Sandra Worley
Mara & Liam Walsh
Yu Zhang
James Donnelley
William Dietz, Jr.
Patricia Crown Family

  Your Gift to    

 ChicagoCAC  
 

is an investment in the work 
of our dedicated staff and in 
the lives of the children and 
families we serve. 

All of our services are provided 
free of charge, including 
family advocacy, forensic 
interviews, mental health 
therapy and child life. 

We rely on private donors 
to provide these services, 
and the core of that support 
comes from the community of 
individuals who make annual 
unrestricted gifts.

Please consider making a gift 
today that will bring us one 
step closer to ending child 
sexual abuse. 
 

Give at 
ChicagoCAC.org/donate

McGraw Foundation 
Michael Reese Health Trust
Northern Trust Charitable Trust
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation 
Ravenswood Health Care Foundation
Sara’s Strays Foundation
Speiser Family Foundation 
The John and Kathleen Schreiber  
     Foundation 
United Way of Metro Chicago 
W. P. & H. B. White Foundation 
Washington Square Health Foundation



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

PRESIDENT
Thomas Sampson  
Retired CEO, Peacock Foods
Board Member of Greencore  
Group and Community Coffee 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Julie P. Shelton 
Attorney 
 

SECRETARY 
Barry P. Siegal 
Partner, Golan & Christie 
 

TREASURER 
Michael Dougherty 
Chief Financial Officer
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited 

William Dodds 
Retired, The Northern Trust Corp.  
 

Sheila McGinn Dorman 
COO, Northern Trust Securities 
 

Douglas Elliott 
Financial Advisor,  Morgan Stanley 
 

Michael Montalbano 
VP/General Manager,  
540 Brands  
 

Stanley Stevens 
Retired 
 

Virginia Seggerman 
Retired, CDW

Victoria Lautman 
Broadcast Journalist & Writer 
 

Diane Johnson May 
Organizational Development  
Consultant 
 

Lauren Hamlin 
VP, Merit Capital Partners 
 

Ryan Sullivan 
Chief Operating Officer
Continental Materials  
Corporation 
 

Ron Paprocki 
CEO, MEDIQUS 
 

Thresa Nelson, CPA, PhD

Carina Markel 
Partner, Assurance 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
 

Sarah Paulsen 
Senior VP, Account Director 
Leo Burnett USA, Inc.  
 

Maribel Mata Benedict 
 

Melissa Washington 
VP, External Affairs & 
Large Customer Services
ComEd 
 

PRO-BONO LEGAL COUNSEL 
Michael G. Melzer 
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP 
 

IT’S TIME TO... 
END CHILD  
SEXUAL ABUSE.

Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center  •  1240 S. Damen Avenue  •  Chicago, IL 60608  •  (312) 492-3700


