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Who we are
Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center and our partners are the front-line 
responders in Chicago to reports of child sexual abuse, as well as reports of 
physical abuse of children under 3 years old. 

ChicagoCAC is the city’s only not-for-profit organization that coordinates 
the efforts of child protection staff, law enforcement professionals, family 
advocates, medical experts and mental health clinicians under one roof. We 
are co-located with specialized teams representing:

• Illinois Department of Children & Family Services
• Chicago Police Department
• Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office
• Cook County Health and Hospitals System

In addition to facilitating the collaborative approach to our partners’ 
investigations, ChicagoCAC staff conduct forensic interviews, provide 
family advocacy and support to reduce trauma, offer mental health therapy, 
and identify resources so that children and families may begin the healing 
process.

Our Multidisciplinary Pediatric Education and Evaluation Consortium 
(MPEEC) team responds to reports of physical abuse of children under 3 in 
Chicago. Our partners on this initiative are:

• Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital
• University of Chicago Comer Children’s Hospital
• John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County

Our team is mandated to respond to reports of abuse-related injuries for 
children under age 3 who are seen at one of our partner hospitals or who 
are Chicago residents seen at any local hospital. In addition, we provide 
second opinions for any cases of children with serious injuries, and we 
provide forensic interviews for older siblings who have been abused or 
witnessed abuse.

Our shared vision 
To eliminate the suffering of 
abused children in Chicago.

Our shared mission 
Uniting public, private and 
community partners to ensure the 
safety, health and well-being of 
abused children.

Our shared approach
Our approach is based on a 
nationwide model of children’s 
advocacy centers, and we are 
accredited by the National 
Children’s Alliance. ChicagoCAC 
believes that a multi-disciplinary 
approach is the most effective way 
to protect children and prevent 
abuse. 

I felt scared to come to Chicago Children’s Advocacy 
Center to talk about what my dad did to me. When we 
got there, I got to play and make crafts with a friendly 
lady while other people talked to my mom. I started 
feeling better because she was so nice, and it wasn’t 
a scary place. When it was time for my interview, I 
felt ready. It was a relief to tell my story, and everyone 
said I did the right thing.

– Rosa, age 11



Highlights from our programs
By coordinating our partners’ response and offering support services, 
we provide child-centered, effective and timely investigations that 
reduce trauma and help children and families begin to heal. 
Below are highlights from our programs over fiscal year 2013. 

We coordinated the response to: 

2,000 sexual abuse reports 

251 physical abuse reports

42 risk of harm cases

110 witness to violence cases

Our staff provided:

1,127 forensic interviews

1,595 families with advocacy 

2,654 children with child life services

1,452 families with transportation

149 children with mental health services

In April 2013, we recognized Child Abuse 
Prevention Month with an art display at Daley 
Plaza. Thousands saw “We exist.” and read the 
powerful client stories showing that child sexual 
and physical abuse exist in our community, and 
ChicagoCAC and our partners exist to help.

In October 2012, the city secured $9 million in TIF 
funding for renovations and an 18,000-square-foot 
addition to the center, which will improve family 
spaces, double our therapy capacity, add a training 
center and enhance our collaborative spaces. Our 
Growing & Giving campaign will raise an additional 
$2.5 million through 2018 to furnish the new 
spaces and sustain programmatic growth. 

In June 2013, the Illinois legislature unanimously 
approved House Bill 1063, which removed the 
criminal statute of limitations for sex offenses 
that occurred when the victim was under 18. 
ChicagoCAC and our partners Illinois Children’s 
Advocacy Centers were influential in crafting and 
passing this legislation to ensure that all survivors 
– many of whom remain silent for years – have the 
opportunity to seek justice.

We kicked off our Raising Awareness in Service 
and Empowerment of African-American Families 
(RAISE) Coalition, which aims to raise awareness 
of abuse and reduce the stigma of mental health 
needs within African-American communities.

Our teams provided training for more than 4,000 
professionals and community members on child 
sexual and physical abuse, and ChicagoCAC’s 
services. Empowering adults to act helps keep 
children safe and ensures that victims and their 
families receive the services they need.

Newsworthy events
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Net assets June 30, 2012: $2,786,196   •   Change in net assets: $ 2,196,524   •   Net assets June 30, 2013:  $ 4,982,720

*This includes the effect of a 10-year lease donated by City of Chicago.

**

*

Outreach efforts represent 9.8% of our total expenses in FY13. 


